100 Years of Wisconsin Women’s Political Firsts -

A survey of Wisconsin cities
Wisconsin becomes the first state to and villages by the University of
ratify the 19th Amendment giving Wisconsin’s Municipal Information
women the right to vote. The Wisconsin Bureau identified more than 400
Women'’s Suffrage Association was women in public office. About half sat
formed 50 years earlier, in 1869—the on school and library boards, where
year the Wisconsin legislature passed women had served since 1869, but
a law allowing women to run for school the list now included Wisconsin’s first
boards and other elective school offices, female female mayor, county
though they could not vote in school supervisor and sheriff, nine
board elections until 1884! alderwomen, 12 village trustees and
dozens of clerks and treasurers.

1921 1957
1923

The Governor's Commission on the
Status of Women is established, with
Kay Clarenbach as Chair, following
the Wisconsin Conference on the
Changing Status of Women.

Kathryn Morrison becomes
the first woman elected to
the State Senate.

1976

1919

Virginia Hart becomes the first
woman appointed to a Governor's
Cabinet post in Wisconsin as
Secretary of the Department of
Regulations and Licensing.

Dena Smith becomes Wisconsin’s
first female State Treasurer. Initially
appointed to fill a vacancy caused
by her husband’s death, she was
subsequently elected to the office.

The 1921 Wisconsin Equal Rights Act
enacted, the first of its kind in the
U.S., declares “women shall have
the same rights and privileges under
the law as men,” including “holding
office” — affirming women'’s right to
hold any public office.

Barbara Thompson becomes the
first woman elected as Wisconsin’s
State Superintendent of Education.

Shirley Abrahamson
becomes the first woman

Senator Susan Engeleiter becomes to serve on the Wisconsin

first woman to serve as Senate Supreme Court.
Minority Leader and first female
Administrator, U.S. Small Business
Administration (1989).

Vel Phillips becomes the first
woman elected as Wisconsin
Secretary of State and the first
African American woman in the

Tammy Baldwin
becomes Wisconsin’s
first Congresswoman,
elected to the

U.S. House of
Representatives.

Ada Deer becomes the

first woman in history to
lead the U.S. Bureau of

Indian Affairs (BIA).

nation elected to a statewide office.
Among her many “firsts,” she was
also the first African American
woman to serve as a judge in
Wisconsin (1971).

1996 1987

1993 1985

1983

1998

State Senator Margaret Farrow
is appointed as Wisconsin
Lieutenant Governor,
becoming the first woman to
serve in that office.

Marcia Coggs becomes
the first African American
woman to serve in

the Wisconsin State
Legislature. She is elected
to the State Assembly.

Representative Betty Wisconsin Women'’s Council formed as

Jo Nelson becomes » - permanent state agency governed
first woman to serve as by a bi-partisan Board appointed by

Assembly Minority Leader. the Governor and Legislative Leaders.

Shirley Abrahamson becomes
Wisconsin’s first female Supreme
Court Chief Justice.

Carolyn Stanford
Taylor becomes

the first African
American woman to
serve as Wisconsin
Superintendent of
Public Instruction.

Senator Mary Panzer
becomes the first
woman to serve as
Senate Majority Leader.

JoCasta Zamarripa becomes the
first Latina woman to serve in the
Wisconsin State Legislature. She is
elected to the State Assembly.

Representative Pat Strachota
becomes first woman to serve
as Assembly Majority Leader.

2012

2015 2021

2011 2014

Francesca Hong
becomes the first Asian

Barbara Lawton (near left) becomes

the first woman elected as Gwen Moore becomes

Tammy Baldwin becomes

Wisconsin Lieutenant Governor. Wisconsin’s first African . e Senator Mary Lazich becomes American (woman
American Congresswoman Wiscamsiri et izonin L. & the first woman to serve as or man) to serve in

! Senator and the first openl . 2 .
Peg Laughtenschlager (far left) elected to the U.S. House penty Senate President. the Wisconsin State

becomes the first woman elected gay U.S. Senator.

of Representatives.
as Wisconsin Attorney General.

Legislature. Elected to
the State Assembly.
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Photographs

“Car Full of Suffragists” Members of the Poalitical Equality League, Milwaukee, WHS-7679,
Wisconsin Historical Society, Photo Archives: www.wisconsinhistory.org (reprinted with
permission)

Kathryn Morrison, Wisconsin State Journal, www.madison.com (reprinted with permission)
Vel Phillips, Wisconsin Journal Sentinel, www.wsjonline.com (reprinted with permission)

Senator Tammy Baldwin, Office of Senator Tammy Baldwin web site, www.baldwin.senate.gov
(past official photo)

Congresswoman Gwen Moore, Office of Congresswoman Gwen Moore website,
www.gwenmoore.house.gov (official photo)

Learn more and find reports and data on women in local, state and federal elected offices
in Wisconsin on our website at https://womenscouncil.wi.gov.

Additional photos of elected officials reprinted off current and past websites, and
publications, of the Wisconsin State Legislature (www.wisconsin.gov), or provided directly
by individuals pictured.

Did we miss someone? Please contact the Women’s Council at womenscouncil@wi.gov
with suggested corrections or updates.

DISCLAIMER The information and sequence of events on the Timeline of Wisconsin Women's
Firsts in State & Federal Office is indicative only and not exhaustive. The information has been
gathered from a variety of sources. The State of Wisconsin, Wisconsin Women's Council,

its members and staff, nor any other party involved in providing this study warrant that the
information contained in the here is in every respect accurate or complete.
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